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Cathy Noh . 

From - Cathy Noh [cathy.noh@saylorcompany.com] 

Senf' Thursday, January 07, 2010 10:08 AM . 

Subject: lssueB points Memo; Interview with Nikolai Zlobin, Director of Russia and Eurasia Studies at 

the World Security Institute, Washington D.C. 
Attachments: Issues Points Memo with Nikolai Zlobin 'January 7 201Q.pdf 

Importance: High 

Please consider the attached interview with Nikolai Zlobin, director of Russia and Eurasia 
Studies at the World Security Institute in Washington. We have included some highlights 
below . 

Abkhazians Presidential Election 

"X think it was a truly democratic election and in that way It did express the will of the 
people who voted. There's no question about that. What is amazing about this (presidential) 
election, compared to other post-Soviet states, is that there was some political struggle. 
There was a real opposition with access to the media and to the people of Abkhazia. 

Georgia's Diplomatic and Economic Embargo of Abkhazia 

"I love Georgia, it's a great country. I have been there many, many times and I would like to 
go again But by stifling the development of Abkhazia, Georgia is making the same mxstake it 
has made for the last 16 years. It has made Abkhazia believe Georgia is the enemy." 

Abkhazia's Aspirations for Freedom 

"Don't Look on Abkhazians as terrorists or separatists who are trying to get out and build 
some criminal state. They want independence. This is part of America's poLxtxcaL culture. It 
is in our constitution, our bill of rights. Opposing Abkhazia's desire for independence is 
hypocritical. " 

U.S. Policy Towards Abkhazia 

"Start by letting in people who can deliver honest and direct information about Abkhazia to 
the American government. Don't look at Abkhazia through the eyes of Georgians or Russians. 
Get first-hand information. Then see how it fits with America's national interests." 

Nikolai Zlobin, director of the Russia and Eurasia Project at the World Security Institute in 
Washington 

For more information, please see the attached full interview or refer to the website at 
' www.therepublxcofabkhazla.org . 

Best regards, 



Evelyn 



Saylor Company 
public Relations Counsel 
Evelyn iritani 
Principal 

F.VF.I.YN.1RITANI@ SA Y1.0RC0MP AN X, COM 
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From; Evelyn Iritani, Saylor Company, +1 625-354-5078, eyelYnJritani(g 5 avlorcompanyxpm 

Subject: ' Issues Points Memo - Interview with Nikolai Zlobin, director of the Russia and Eurasia 

Project at the World Security Institute in Washington and a former professor at Moscow 

State University- 
Date; January 2010 

Please consider the following Issues Points Memo interview with Nikolai Zlobin, director of the Russia 
and Eurasia Project at the World Security Institute In Washington, which Saylor Company is sending you 
on behalf Of its client, the Government of the Republic of Abkhazia. If you have questions or comments, 
or would like assistance contacting Mr. Zlobin, please contact me. 

IP: You have said you support the independence of Abkhazia. Why? 

Zlobin: i support it because it exists already. Lots of people are saying that the independence of 
Abkhazia began in August 2008 but that is very wrong. In fact, Abkhazia became independent 15 years 
earlier (when it successfully repelled an attack by Georgia.) When ! support Abkhazian independence, I 
am on the side of justice for the Abkhazian people. 

Abkhazia built a functioning state under tremendous pressure- It faced sanctions from everybody 
around, including the Commonwealth of Independent States. The government has managed to carry out 
its presidential elections which were relatively free and fair, has developed a civil society and a free 
media. Abkhazia is a much more democratic state than many other neighbors. The most important 
thing, it is not a state created by somebody else. It is a country which became independent after a war. 

IP: The Republic of Abkhazia recently concluded Its first presidential election since the country was 
officially recognized by Russia. What did you think about the outcome? 

Zlobin: I think it was a truly democratic election and in that way it did express the will of the people who 
voted. There's no question about that. What is amazing about this election, compared to other post- 
Soviet states, is that there was some political struggle. There was a real opposition with access to the 
media and to the people of Abkhazia. 

IP: President Eagapsh was re-elected with a majority of the votes and 73% of the eligible voters 
participated in the recent election. What do you think the voters are expecting from his government? 

Some people have written that the elections didn't really matter because all the candidates supported 
closer relations with Russia. I think people are missing the point. That is an important issue, but it's an 
issue that is more or less resolved. There are a lot of unresolved issues in Abkhazia; property rights, 
refugees, citizens' rights, the economy and investment. All these things are going to be on the mind of 
the next president. 
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IP: Do you think there is any situation under which Abkhazia would be reunited with Georgia? 

Zlobin: I think potentially there could be a situation in the region where Abkhazia will become part of 
something bigger, economically and politically, that will bring Abkhazia much closer to Georgia. But 
Georgia must change as well and become a positive contributor to the regional problem. Not a 
headache producer, but a solution producer. I hope the Caucasus will move more and more toward the 
European Union model where national borders play a less and less important role. 

IP: What is the biggest misperception Americans have about Abkhazia? 

Zlobin: I think the first is about democracy. The Bush Administration, in particular, tried to build 
democracies everywhere in the world and ignored Abkhazia, which was much more democratic in a way 
than Georgia. Abkhazia is a modern democratic model for the U.S. if America were to support the 
democratic regime in Abkhazia, then maybe the situation in the Caucasus would be much more 
peaceful. 

The second misconception is that Abkhazians are Russian puppets. That is wrong, i know the history of 
relations between Abkhazia and Russia and it is not rosy. The Abkhazians are very independent and 
proud and Abkhazia is a country which will stand up for itself against Georgia or Russia or whomever. 

The Abkhazians are doing what is good for Abkhazia. If it is good for Russia too, there is nothing wrong 
with that. Russia has helped Abkhazia, no question about that. But people forget that Abkhazia also 
helped Russia secure its position in the South Caucasus. If not for an independent Abkhazia, Georgia 
would be part of NATO and there would be American bases on the Black Sea. Russians don't appreciate 
enough what Abkhazia did for Russia. 

I think national interests are a professional way of formalizing your selfishness. If Abkhazia can do 
something, and if they can get other countries to help them, then that's wise politics. 

IP: Abkhazia has been Isolated and controlled by others for decades, first under the Soviets and then 
under Georgia. What do you think are its prospects for economic independence? 

Zlobin: For international investors, it is still unclear what the rule of law is going to be. There is also 
strong Russian influence. This is a difficult stage. But ! think it is a question of time, Abkhazia has to 
work hard on the rule of law and fight corruption. There are a lot of ways Abkhazia can work on its 
economy without conflicting with Georgia. 

I think it is important for the Abkhazian diaspora to help, in particular people who live in Turkey and 
Russia. Turkey's diaspora is very interested in what is going on in Abkhazia. They see big prospects for 
Turkey's relations with Abkhazia. Turkey has good relations with Russia and Washington and it is a 
member of NATO, which can bring more reputable investments from the west to Abkhazia. 
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Abkhazia is a beautiful piece of land, one of the best in the world, which can be very attractive not only 
for tourists but for agriculture and for things like the production of pure water. 

What western governments don't seem to get is that, if you don't work with Abkhazia, you push 
Abkhazia back to Russia. That is stupid, because Abkhazia becomes more and more a Russian monopoly. 

IP; Georgia, supported by its allies in the West, has waged a successful economic, diplomatic and 
military blockade of Abkhazia, including the seizure of Turkish ships delivering consumer products and 
fuel to Abkhazia. What do you think of this strategy? 

Zlobin: 1 love Georgia, it's a great country. I have been there many, many times and I would like to go 
again. But by stifling the development of Abkhazia, Georgia is making the same mistake it has made for 
the last 16 years. It has made Abkhazia believe Georgia is the enemy. 

IP: Why do you think the West has refused to re-consider its financial and military support for 
Georgia, even after a recent EU report confirmed that President Mikheil Saakashvili was responsible 
for launching the August 7 th 2008 attack on South Ossetia? 

Zlobin: First of all, I think this is not very high on the list of foreign policy priorities for Washington. 

Second, I think this is part of a rethinking of the American position toward the post-Soviet space that is 
not yet complete. I do see the American political establishment thinking about Georgia much more 
skeptically and Saakashvili is not getting as much political support and encouragement as several years 
ago, America is famous for recognizing the reality, even if it is not done formally . . - Northern Cypress, 
for example, is a successful existing state. There are a lot of different flexible models without formal 
recognition. I think in America today, this issue is not so black and white anymore. 

IP: Some people believe the only reason the U.S. supports Georgia is to ensure that it maintains 
control over valuable oil resources in the region. Do you agree? 

Zlobin: No. If oil were the issue, then the U.S. would concentrate on the Caspian Sea. The Black Sea is 
much more a geopolitical issue. There are some spots on the global map where every global power 
wants to have influence. The Caucasus is a place, the Middle East is a place and the Balkans is a place. 
These are regions which are crucial for global stability. 

IP: Does U.S. recognition of Kosovo represent a precedent for recognition of Abkhazia? 

Zlobin: Kosovo is a symbol of two things. First of all, the right to be independent, in my view, is more 
important than the rights of states to keep their territorial integrity. States should have less rights than 
their people. If people want it, then let them do it. Kosovo also was the best way to get rid of the Yalta 
system, which was signed in 1945, sixty-some years ago, in a world which doesn't exist anymore. I felt 
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(Russian President) Medvedev did a historic thing when he recognized Abkhazia. I am very critical of 
Medvedev, but I support him on this. Medvedev basically killed the Yalta system and said, finally, now 
we live in a different world in which independence can be secured by the people. 

IP: Would you advise President Obama to officially recognize Abkhazia's independent status? 

Zlobin: I don't think in the 21 st century, formal recognition is important for a state to exist, it is not up to 
Russia or Georgia or other states to determine whether Abkhazia has a right to be a state. That right 
alone belongs to Abkhazia. The Abkhazians have proven they want a state. Now it is up to Americans to 
recognize this reality, not formally but from the point of view that it is the reality. It's great to have 
Georgia, Abkhazia and Russia as countries which have good relations with the U.S. Don't be part of the 
conflicts between them. America should be a solution tool, not a conflict tool in the Caucasus. 

IP: What steps would you recommend the U.S. take to improve the prospects for peace in the 
Caucasus? 

Zlobin: Start with visas. Start by letting in people who can deliver honest and direct information about 
Abkhazia to the American government. Don't look at Abkhazia through the eyes of Georgians or 
Russians. Get first-hand information. Then see how it fits with America's national interests. Based on 
that, develop a policy towards the region. This should not be considered a move that is damaging 
Georgia or is against Georgia. This is part of something bigger, the American reset of Caucasus policy. 

Of course, Georgia would be upset. But America will have to make a political decision about that. I 
would tell them that Abkhazia did not break up from Georgia, it was part of the breakup of the Soviet 
Union. Also, Abkhazia did not fight for separation, it did fight for independence. Don't look on 
Abkhazians as terrorists or separatists who are trying to get out and build some criminal state. They 
want independence. This is part of America's political culture. It is in our constitution, our bill of rights. 
Opposing Abkhazia's desire for independence is hypocritical. 
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From: Evelyn Iritani, Savior Company, +1-626-354-5078, evelyn.iritani@saylorcompany.com 

Subject: Issues Points Memo -Interview with Cholaria Boris Shalikovich, director of the 1.6. 

Papaskir National Library of the Republic of Abkhazia ro 
Date: 27 January 2010 S 

C_ 
V 

Please consider the following Issues Points Memo interview with Cholaria Boris Shalikovich, which Sapj$>r 
Company is sending you on behalf of its client, the Government of the Republic of Abkhazia, If you have 1 
questions or comments, or would like assistance contacting him, please contact me. -o 

IP: How much of the Abkhazian national archives were destroyed during the 1992-93 war with 
Georgia? O 

Before the war, there were 421 functioning libraries with a total stock of 7.5 million books. By the end of 
the war in 1993, there were five surviving libraries. Periodicals for the period of 1920-1935 were lost, 
35-40% of the stock was burned, and everything was in a state of chaos. Books were scattered on the 
floor while bookshelves stood half empty. 

It is important to note that in the National Library alone the whole stock of rare and valuable editions, 
which consisted of around 6,000 volumes, was lost. Even the card catalogues of the lost volumes didn't 
survive. As a result, it is hard to say now what documents were destroyed, and we continue to search 
through the records in the registration books. It is a long and tedious process. 



IP 



How much of Abkhazia's archives have been recovered or restored? 



After the war, we began work on restoring our collection and by 1997, we had reopened 30 libraries 
with a total stock of more than one million books. Presently in Abkhazia, there are 37 libraries, including 
scientific libraries, containing a total of 1.4 million books. The library's administration has gotten a grant 
from the international organizations (UN) that work on the stock restoration in Abkhazia. We asked the 
Russian Ministry of Culture and some big federal libraries in Moscow to help us with book stock 
restoration. Our request was accepted and over a three-month period, three representatives from our 
National Library worked in Moscow on compiling a 21,000 book stock collection. This project was 
completed in 2002. Search and restoration efforts have continued since then. 

IP: What impact has the destruction of Abkhazia's archives had on your country's efforts to preserve 
its history and culture? 

The destruction of our libraries, as well as the prolonged political, informational and economic blockade 
by Georgia, has had a serious impact on the psychological state of the Abkhazian people. 

This material is circulated by Sayhr Company on behalf of the Republic of Abkhazia, for which Saylor Company is registered under the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act with the Department of Justice, Washington, P.C. Copies of this material and additional Information are on file With the 
Department of Justice. 
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Due to those hardships, the financing for library services and the cultural sphere is minimal, people have 
stopped coming to libraries and the interest in reading has dropped dramatically. Our main readers are 
schoolchildren, students, and teachers. The National Library needs significant capital repairs for 
example, 15,000 square-meters of space was burned during the war. 

IP: Has the Abkhazian library project gotten support from around the world? 

We at the National Library were able to arrange collaboration with a range of non-profit, international 
and non-government organizations, such as the UN, Russian Abroad Foundation Library, Russian State 
Library, Russian State Public Library for Science and Technology in Moscow, Russian National Librar/ in 
St Petersburg, Non-profit Foundation "Pushkin Library", the libraries of the Russian South from the 
cities of Rostov and Krasnodar, and from the Abkhazian community abroad. With their support we were 
able to accomplish a lot: we have completed capital repairs in the periodicals room and reading room 
and partial restoration of the room of regional studies, the building's windows, and roofing We also 
delivered printed publications in Russian and Abkhazian from Moscow to Sukhum. 

With the help of the Russian State Public Library for science and Technology a new information center 
was created with all the necessary hardware and software. Within the framework of the project we 
obtained several computers and other equipment, which allowed us to start the process of 
implementing new library technologies. We also started to create a new electronic catalog of the 
library's stock of books and magazines. 

IP: Can you provide me the names and contact information of the library project's supporters? 

8 Russian Abroad Foundation Library 
Russia, Moscow, 109240 
Nizhne-Radlshevskaya str., bid. 2 

Phone:(495)915-10-30, 915-10-47. __ 
Web site: www.bfrz.ru ^ 
Director: Viktor Aleksandrovich Moskvin 32 
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Russian State Public Library for Science and Technology, Moscow , " _ 

Phone:(495)625-49-64 ' -o ^ 

Fax: (495) 621-98 -62 31 
E-mail: shraQgpntb.m 

Director: Yakov Leonidovich Shraiberg 3 
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• Centra! City Public Library named after Nekrasov, Moscow 
Fax: (495)915-90-68. 

E-mail: nekrasovka.ru 

Director: Svetlana Nikolaevna Prosekova 

• Russian State Library (RSL) 
E-mail: visla(5> rsi.ru 

Director: Alexandr Ivanovich Visliy 

• National Foundation "Pushkin Library" 
Phone: (495) 621-09-59. 

Fax: (495) 628-18-04 

Director: Maria Alexandrovna Vedenyanina 

IP; How can people reach you to offer their help? 

Cholaria Boris Shalikovich 
Director 

I.G. Papaskir National Library of the Republic of Abkhazia 

Lakoba St., Ill 

Sukhum 

Republic Abkhazia 

National Library of the Republic of Abkhazia 
E-mail: NBRAAbch(5>maiLru 
Phone: (495) 442 - 6-64-15 (work) 



For more Information on the Abkhazian Library Project: 
http://www.abkha^world.com/articles/conflict/205-a-historv-erased.htmi 
http://www.opendemqcracv.net/dernocracy-cauca5u5/3bkhazia archive 4018. isp 
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http://www.iwpr,net/?p=crs&s=f&o=161411&apc state=henicrs2002 
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